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Science Café looks at nature above, helow Statia’s waters

ST. EUSTATIUS--Lionfish
are a predatory reef fish
that were first spotted in
the waters around St. Eu-
statius by divers from Scu-
baqua in 2010. They are
not welcome since they eat
native fish and reduce their
populations.

Manon Sanguinet from
the French University of
La Rochelle is determined
to find out if early local ef-
forts to cull these unwanted
creatures have been suc-
cessful. “If they are, then
maybe we can do more to
control the species,” she
told an audience at the
packed Science Café.

“Lionfish not only feed
on fish that keep algae in
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check on the reefs but they
also compete for food with
native predatory fish such
as grouper and snapper.
They are big breeders with
females producing as many
as two million eggs. The
good news for Statia is that
our survey identified more
males than females,” San-
guinet said.

With the help of volunteer
divers, she has started to
count these hungry visitors
by mapping out sections in
the Marine Park and the
Marine Reserve. By re-
viewing earlier counts that
started in 2011, she already
suspects that the Marine
Park is more populated by
lionfish than the reserve
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Vacature voor Landmeetkundige

Manon San-

Het Kadaster is een stichting belast met het houden van de Openbare Registers en het uitvoeren van
grensmetingen. De stichting bestaat uit tweeafdelingen; Hypotheekbewaring en Landmeetkunde, elk
met hun specificke werkzaamheden. Op de afdeling Hypotheekbewaring worden aangeboden akten

aan de wet getoetst, geregisireerd en verwerkl. Verder worden op deze afdelingen

appartementssplitsingen getoetst en geregistreerd. onderzockingen gedaan naar de rechistoestand van
onroerende goederen en worden aan de balie diensten verleend aan het publick. De aldeling

Landmeetkunde is belast met het uitvoeren van de landmeetkundge werkzaamheden zoals het

opmeten van percelen, het uitvoeren van perceelssplitsingen en het uitzetten van grenzen. Met de
uitkomsten van de landmeetkundige werkzaamheden worden de digitale kaart bijeehouden en de

meetbrieven opgemaakt,

Wie zocken wij:

Het Kadaster is thans op zock naar kandidaten voor de landmeetkundige afdeling waar a1j als

landmeter tewerk zullen worden gesteld. Kandidaten moet kennis hebben van de theoretisch en
praktische toepassingen van landmeetkundige technicken. Verder moeten 21 kennis hebben van
modemne gegevensinwinningstechnieken (GPS) en 7ij moeten deze in de praktijk kunnen toepassen.
Ervaring met geografische informatie systemen (GIS) is een pre.

Wat biedt het Kadaster:
- een dynamische en uitdagende werkomgeving
- aantrekkelijke arbeidsvoorwaarden en secundaire voorzieningen
- ecn contract met witzicht op een vaste aanstelling
- de mogelijkheid uzelf verder te ontplooiien middels trainingen ¢n opleidingen

Het Profiel:

Kandidaten horen aan het volgende profiel te voldoen:
- Minimaal MBO Landmeetkunde
- Goede mondelinge en schrifielijke heheersing van de Nederlandse én Engelse taal
- Bereidheid 1ot het volgen van cursussen
- Goede communicatieve vaardigheden
- Een publicksvriendelijke en seryice gerichie instelling

Hoe te reageren:
Indien u wilt helpen de

taken en doelstellingen van het Kadaster te realiseren en u uwzelf in dit

profiel herkent, dan kunt u voor | september 2015 uw sollicitatiebrief met CV ten aanzien van de
HRM manager, mw. M. Peterson-Richardson af geven bij het Kadaster kantoor, 118 Backstrect,
Philipsburg, St. Maarten of per ¢-mail op: finance@ kadastersym.org.

Voor nadere informatie kunt u kontakt maken met mw. M. Peterson-Richardson op telefoonnr.:
1(721) 5422286 of 5422282,

has been recorded.

“The lionfish population in
Statia has clearly stabilized
and the species could well
become integrated within
the present ecosystem as
is the case in Venezucla,”
Sanguinet said,

In the meantime, she
recommended these spiny
fish for the dining tables.
“Grilled or fried or pre-
pared in a ceviche, they are
gastronomic.”

While Sanguinet is eating
the fish that eat fish that
eat the algae on the reefs,
her colleague Adrien Low-
enstein from the same uni-
versity is carrying out a reef
check survey. “Coral reefs
deliver ecosystem services
to tourism, fisheries and
shoreline protection, espe-
cially during hurricanes,”
Sanguinet explained. “They
need protection especially
since they provide feeding,
breeding, and spawning
and nursery areas for many
species.”

Lowenstein commissioned
a small team of divers to
assess the health of these
coral structures and of the
many organisms, inverte-
brates and fish that rely on
their existence.

Using data first researched
in 2005 and onwards, he
has discovered that some
coral loss has taken place
in two large areas on the
seabed of Statia’s shallow
waters. “There has also
been a decline in the den-
sity of invertebrates,” he
concluded.

Fascinating reptiles

Wendy Jesse from the VU
University of Amsterdam
is fascinated by reptiles.
So much so that she has
devoted a four year PhD
project to taking a closer
look at native and foreign
reptile visitors to the Dutch
Leeward and Windward Is-
lands.

Jesse admits to being an in-
quisitive herpetologist. She
wants to know why some
species invade some islands
and others do not. For the
moment, Statia does not
have any recent invaders.

=1 where a notable decrease “The only exotic foreigners

arrived with early settlers
on the island. They include
the house gecko, the Bra-
himy blind snake and the
Johnstones whistling frog,”
she pointed out.

Her first two weeks have
been spent investigating 49
plots on the island to gather
habitat and microhabitat
data. Her first observations
are interesting. “Statia rep-
tiles prefer to be townies
rather than country dwell-
ers. But there is one excep-
tion; they turn their nose up
at Coralita and creep away
from this creeping vine.”

Mexican Creeper

Unlike reptiles, Elizabeth
Haber from the University
of Utrecht is totally attract-
ed to Coralita, sometimes
called the Mexican Creep-
er. She is similarly drawn
to Tan Tan, an invasive
tree that is also a native to
Mexico.

Both plants are consid-
ered by some stakeholders
as a menace and a threat
to the ecosystems on the is-
land. Haber wants to know
where and why these for-
eign flora thrive so well and
if there is any way to get rid
of them.

Her research has already
covered 83 plots of land and
uses GPS to map out the
whereabouts of the weeds.
Each plot is also measured
for soil hardness and mois-
ture, potential of hydrogen
(pH) and litter depth.

“Results are not yet com-
plete and recent drought
conditions on the island
have caused a dieback in
the spread of Coralita,” she
noted. “Eventually 1 want
to propose some manage-
ment strategies that will
yield the best result.”

One of those strategies
could be to harvest Coralita
for tea making, The flowers
of the plant are known for
their anti-diabetic proper-
ties and the Science Café
was recently told that is-
landers were three times
more likely to have diabe-
tes than their Dutch Euro-
pean counterparts.

WONDERING WHAT'S ON TV TONIGHT?

Offers you weekly TV listings, sports and movies,
dally best bets and more... Every Friday for free in
The Daily Herald... don't forget to get yours!

TO ADVERTISE IN TV WEEK CALL
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT AT 5425253




