
 

Science Café  

In September 2014 the Caribbean Netherlands Science Institute started with organizing ‘Science Café’. CNSI’s Science Café is a re-

occurring informal get-together every 3rd Thursday of the Month of CNSI staff and guests and residents and visitors of St Eustatius with 

an interest or a stake in scholarly development at the island,  

 To meet with CNSI guests and to get informed about their work 

 To present research results 

 To inspire and engage each other in discussions and networking opportunities relevant to knowledge building for the sustainable 

development of St Eustatius, the Caribbean Netherlands and the Caribbean region. 

 To discuss knowledge priorities for Statia and the Caribbean Netherlands, and the larger Caribbean region 

 To work on a Caribbean Knowledge Agenda  
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CNSI Objectives 

CNSI is a facility that supports basic, strategic, applied, societal and policy relevant research and 

education in all fields of science and humanities. CNSI aims to facilitate scientific curiosity in which 

issues relevant to the sustainability of tropical small island economies are addressed. Its mission is to 

realise a permanent scientific presence in the Caribbean Netherlands with research and outreach 

facilities and accommodation for visitors. CNSI welcomes users from around the globe. 
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Briana Berkowitz (STENAPA intern) did a follow up study to a 2007 study entitled the Corallita Pilot 

Project, which studied Corallita, an invasive vine originating in Mexico, and the effects it is having on 

Statia. Through remapping the current distribution of Corallita on Statia through field surveying and 

GIS, this 2014 study found that Corallita covers about 33% of the island, an increase over 15-20% 

coverage in 2007. This speaks to a need for community action to combat this growing problem, 

particularly continued experimentation with control methods. 
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Students welcome 

For (bachelor and master) students CNSI may be the field base for internships on a Caribbean 

related subject. Students should be supervised by their home institutions and come with an 

approved research plan.  
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Hosting of Meetings 

CNSI hosted the Strategic Conference of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Saba and St Eustatius and the Sustainability Gala 

of the Sustainability Conference of the St Eustatius Tourism Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guests 

CNSI accommodated and supported 23 BSc and MSc students and researchers in the framework of several projects, among others:   

• Towards a tourism master plan for Statia; coral reefs, divers' perceptions and new opportunities using landscaped  reefs 

• Population dynamics and role in the food chain of the  Queen Conch Lobatus gigas in the Dutch Caribbean Territories 

• Modelling rainfall-runoff and associated sediment transport  

on St Eustatius' Cultuurvlakte 

• Ghost fishing and sustainable pot fishing at St Eustatius 

• Estimating groundwater recharge on St Eustatius 

• Endoparasites in (small) ruminants on St Eustatius 

• Exotic plant species in the Caribbean:  

foreign foes or alien allies? 

• Multi-effective fodder crop production: testing runoff  

reduction methods while providing fodder and forage crops 
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Lilou Verhulst and Axel van Ruitenbeek (MSc students Utrecht University) investigated 

gastrointestinal parasites in cows, sheep and goats. They talked with livestock holders, visited their 

animals and collected fresh faecal samples in the field and at the slaughterhouse. Different species 

of parasites which can affect the health of animals were found. Good management and deworming 

strategy can be useful to minimize the effects of the parasites. 
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