
 

Summer School ‘Small Island Natural Resource Development’ 

 

CNSI organises its first Summer School in a series of modules devoted to  

‘Small Island Natural Resource Development’ from 17 until 21 August 2015.  

The first module is a short course on ‘Sustainable Coastal Management’.  

This module will be presented by experts from the well-known UNESCO-IHE  

Institute for Water Education in cooperation with NIOZ Royal Netherlands  

Institute for Sea Research and Van Hall Larenstein University of Applied Sciences.  

The Summer School series ‘Small Island Natural Resource Development’  

aims at achieving an advanced, up-to-date and elevated level of awareness  

and knowledge regarding sustainable development issues and challenges  

relevant for small island ecosystem-based coastal zone development.  

It further aims at sharing experiences, problems and solutions found,  

and to foster cooperation between sectors and islands with the aim of  

promoting wise use of natural resources.  

 

More information is available from: www.cnsi.nl/Summer-School.  
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Naturalis Caribbean Programme  

Little is known about the biodiversity of the Caribbean Netherlands. Naturalis  

Biodiversity Centre proposes a long term research programme starting with  

collecting baseline information from well-defined sample points on the land and  

in the sea. Exploratory surveys in December 2014 (marine) and April 2015  

(terrestrial) were the prelude to full expeditions and student courses planned in  

June 2015 (marine) and October 2015 (terrestrial). The scientific aims of  

Naturalis’ Caribbean programme, starting with Statia, are (i) to carry out a baseline assessment of 

the biodiversity of different taxonomic groups for which expertise is present at Naturalis, to 

provide information to local stakeholders, define hotspots for conservation as well as for 

educational purposes, and (ii) to tackle thematic research questions concerning species 

interactions and how the diversity of the different taxonomic groups may be linked, biogeographic 

relationships and changes through time of island communities, uses of biodiversity and impact of 

human activities on island ecosystems, based on the baseline data and study of collections at 

Naturalis and other institutions.  
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Students welcome 

For (bachelor and master) students CNSI may be the field base for internships on a Caribbean 

related subject. Students should be supervised by their home institutions and come with an 

approved research plan.  
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Collaborative Infectious Disease Control 

25 countries in the Caribbean had recorded cases of chikungunya. Chikungunya is caused by the same vector as dengue fever, the 

Aedes aegypti mosquito. The circulation of these two viruses has proven itself to be a serious health challenge in the Caribbean. St 

Eustatius is currently working to build its capacity to prevent and control these diseases. Assisting Statia’s public health department 

vector control unit in its efforts are Hannah Madden (STENAPA), Andre Brissett (Public Works) and CNSI. Other members of this team 

are Naturalis Biodiversity Center in the Netherlands, currently gathering data on the terrestrial and marine biodiversity on St 

Eustatius, Joe Wagman, a vector biologist and public health consultant from the Belize Vector Biology Center (BVBC) to assist in 

developing an early warning system to predict outbreaks, and Teresa Leslie of the Eastern Caribbean Public Health Foundation 

(ECPFH). 

 

 

CNSI Objectives 

CNSI is a facility that supports basic, strategic, applied, societal and policy relevant research and 

education in all fields of science and humanities. CNSI aims to facilitate scientific curiosity in which 

issues relevant to the sustainability of tropical small island economies are addressed. Its mission is 

to realise a permanent scientific presence in the Caribbean Netherlands with research and outreach 

facilities and accommodation for visitors. CNSI welcomes users from around the globe. 
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